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A free accompaniment (reharmonization) is usually played on the last verse of an occasional
congregational hymn as the congregation sings in unison. In order to contribute to the spirit of the
meeting, the organist (especially), conductor, and congregation must be very well prepared.

Using a free accompaniment in church:
1. Choose a hymn that is very familiar to the congregation
2. Find its tune name (use "Titles, Tunes, and Meters" index, p. 392)
3. Find the tune name in the table of contents of a collection, or
--find tune name in a resource guide, find the collection, then locate the free accompaniment
4. Match the nature of the free accompaniment with:
--the text (are the LDS text and tune, and the free accompaniment of the same mood?)
--music (are the LDS hymn and the free accompaniment in the same key?)
5. Prepare
--interlude? introduction in octaves?
--registration
--tempo change?
--layout of the music on the music rack
--notes
--plan an alternate route in case congregation gets lost (octaves, revert to hymn, etc.)
6. Execute
--prepare the congregation
--confidence--no apology
--LISTEN--assume leadership, and adapt where needed
--DON'T STOP!
7. Follow-up
--what went particularly well? Make notes and repeat it!
--what could have been done to improve? Make notes and improve it!
--don't give up. Do it again in a few weeks.
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